SRS

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GROVER SELLARS
ATTORNEY GENIRAL

Honorable I. Predeoki
County Auwditor
Galveston County
Galveston, Texas

Dear Sir; Opinion No. 0-6992

Re: Authority of the
Auditor to l-pro

Your lstter of Daoom- , Tequesting an
y Artiole 5139, Re-
Aats of 1945, A9th
We qQuote
s Aat, being House

the two District

X ennual salary of

$50.00 Eor wmonth, as
th Legislature.

¢ 1is mentioned as a meaber of

did not receive compensation

x"the act passed by the 43th Legislature
amending Article 5139, provision was made for
ocmpensetion of not less than $600.00 per annum
and not more than $1,200.00 per annum, which
slso 18 to be paid to the County Judge -ss well
as :ho District Judges, in tvelvs egual in:tall-
sents.

ERAL ON FIRST ABSIBTANT
ON |8 TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEFARTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS APPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GEN
NO COMMUNICATY
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"A8 the County Judge receives s salary of
$3,750.00 from the Officers' Salary Pund in
monthly installments, your opinion is respect-
fully requested 1f I am authorized to approve
e ¢laia and sign a varrant payadle to the County
guggo.u provided for in the amendment to Article

139.

Article 5139, V. A. C. 3., as amended by House Bill
331, A9th legislature, provides:

"In any county having a population of more
than seventy thousand (70,000) inhabitants and
less than one hundred thousand (100,000) inhabi-
tants, acoording to the last preoceding Pederal
Census, the judges of the several district and
oriminal distriot oourts of such county, together
with the county Jjudge of such county, sre heredy
constituted a Juvenile Board for such county. The
members composing such Juvenile Board in sush
county shall each be alloved additional compensa-
tion of not less than Six Hundred Dollars (%00)

r annum and not more than Twelve Hundred Dollars
f;moo) per annum, vhich shall be paid in twelve
equal installments out cf the generel fund of
such oounty, such annual aditional compensation
to be fixed by the Commissiocners Court of such
county.

"In sny ocounty having a population of one
hundrsd thousand (100,000) or over, according to
the preceding Federal Census, ths judges of
several district and orimina) distrieot courts of
suoh sounty, together with the ocounty judge of
each gounty, are heredby constituted & Juvenile
Board of such ocounty. The annual salary of each
of the judgaes of the oivil and oriminal district
courts of suoh sounty as members ¢f said board
shall be Fiftesn Hundred Dollars ($1500) in ad-
dition to that paid the other district judges of
the State, said additional salary to de paild
monthly ocut of the gensrel funds of such oounty,
upon the order of the Commissioners Court.”
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The sole and express purpose of the amendment wvas
to provide for the existence of a County Juvenile Boaxd in
oertain counties vhere none previously existed, towit, oocun-
ties having a population of more thin 70,000 inhabitants and
less than 100,000 inhaditants, acoording to0 the last preced-
ing Poderal Census, and to provide additional annual oocupen-
sation to the members of the newly gonstituted Board. The
last preceding Federal Census of 1940 places the Counties of
Cameron and Nueces, along vith Galveston, within the popula.
tion bracket of this Act.

The foregoing lav specifically provides that each
member of the Juvenile Board shall be alloved additional
compensation of not less than 3ix Hundred ($600) Dollars
per annum and not more than Twelve Hundred ($1200) Dollars
per annum, vhich Board includes the County Judge of Galveston
County as a member. Being an amendment of the opriginal aot,
vhich has been construed dy our Courts with reference to the
‘salary of Distriot Judges, the language of theamending por-
tion i{s sufficlent to carry vith it the oconstrustion placed
upon the original amended portion of the act. Jones v.
Alexander, 59 3., W. {24) 1080; Holland et al v. Harris
County, 102 3. W. (2d4) 196; 39 Tex. Jur., p. 175.

It is therefore our opinion that the County Auditor
of Galveston County is authorized to approve a varrant proper-

1y issued to the County Judge in acoordance with the provisions
of Artiole 5139, V. A. C. 8.

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY EI?RAL CP
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